MINUTES
CITY COMMISSION MEETING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2014
7:30 P.M.
CITY HALL


Call to order: Mayor Nancy Z. Daley
	
Invocation: John Dame

Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Nancy Z. Daley

Roll Call: Those in attendance were Mayor Nancy Z. Daley, Vice Mayor Charles Lake, Commissioner John Duncan, Commissioner Albertus Maultsby (late), Commissioner Jack Dearmin, City Manager Ryan Leavengood, Assistant City Attorney Seth Claytor, and Interim City Clerk Valerie Ferrell.  

Staff attendance: Public Works Director John Deaton and Police Chief Art Bodenheimer.

CITY MANAGER ANNOUNCEMENTS

There will be a Ridge League of Cities Dinner to be held on Thursday, December 18th, at the Eaglebrook Club in Lakeland.

There will be a ribbon cutting on Friday, December 19, 2014 at 10am for Puerto Rican Nails and Barber Shop, at 1502 Lake Alfred Road. 

The City of Lake Alfred’s Annual Bluegrass Bash will be held on Saturday, January 10, 2015 at the Mackay Gardens and Lakeside Preserve.  This event will start at 11:00a.m. with food, fun, and entertainment for the entire family and end at 9:00pm.

In observance of the holidays, City Offices will be closed December 24th and December 25th as well as January 1st. 

Assistant Librarian Selina Lawrence passed away last week, rather suddenly. The City will be offering condolences to the family and 

He reviewed the City Clerk duties being distributed to staff, including Valerie Ferrell serving as Interim City Clerk, while he will be taking over Human Resources duties and Cemetery sales will be handled by the Finance Department. He continued by stating the City Clerk applications are currently being reviewed, with 17 applications received with varying ranges of experience. 

He stated there will be an upcoming meeting in January with Polk County staff regarding the Fire Protection Services Agreement and indicated he will apprise the Commission of any updates.

CITY ATTORNEY ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no legal announcements.

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS

Dorothy Selhime, 345 N Echo Drive, stated she was interested in locating former City Commissioner Joseph Gallo. Also, she referenced former volunteer firefighters Bill Ramsey and Robert Wiggins who were an asset to the community and suggested they be recognized for their years of service.

Karen Abdul-Hameed, 825 James Way, stated she serves on the Planning Board and greatly appreciated the inclusion of advisory board members at the Lake Alfred Employee’s Holiday dinner last week.


CONSENT AGENDA: APPROVE CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 12/1/14

Vice Mayor Lake moved to approve the City Commission Meeting minutes for the December 1, 2014 regular meeting; seconded by 	Commissioner Dearmin and the motion was approved by unanimous voice call vote.

There were no public comments.

MAYOR DALEY 				AYE
VICE MAYOR LAKE				AYE
COMMISSIONER DEARMIN			AYE
COMMISSIONER DUNCAN			AYE
COMMISSIONER MAULTSBY		AYE

AGENDA

1.) PUBLIC HEARING – RESOLUTION 18-14: UNIFORM COLLECTION METHOD

Commissioner Maultsby was in attendance at 7:48pm.

Mayor Daley read the title of Resolution 18-14.

City Manager Leavengood stated the City Commission adopted by ordinance elements of the International Property Maintenance Code providing a unified set of building and property maintenance standards. Coupled with this ordinance were interlocal agreements with the Property Appraiser and Tax Collector that allowed for actual costs incurred by City through the code enforcement process to be recovered as a non-ad valorem assessment on the property tax bill. In summary, the City is seeking recovery of abatement costs to bring properties into compliance such as mowing tall grass or weeds or demolition costs in extreme cases. The recovery does not include daily fines as set by the Special Magistrate. The abatement costs include the physical costs incurred by the City, and through this method, can be collected annually on the property tax bill. The proposed resolution expresses the City’s intent to utilize the uniform method of collecting the non-ad valorem assessments as provided by Florida Statutes 197.3632. Also as required by Statute, this item was published in the News Chief for four consecutive weeks prior to tonight’s public hearing. Staff recommendation is for approval of Resolution 18-14.


Mayor Daley opened the public hearing.

There were none.

Mayor Daley closed the public hearing.

After some discussion, Assistant City Attorney Claytor clarified the process to approve the assessments on individual properties must be reviewed annually and approved by the City Commission. When the Resolution is presented annually, property owners will then have an opportunity to address the Commission in a public hearing, and the Commission will have the ability to increase or decrease the assessment. The Resolution this evening simply states the City’s intent to utilize the uniform collection method to proceed forward. 

Without any comments, Commissioner Dearmin moved to approve Resolution 18-14; seconded by Vice Mayor Lake and the motion was approved by unanimous voice call vote.

There were no public comments.

MAYOR DALEY 				AYE
VICE MAYOR LAKE				AYE
COMMISSIONER DEARMIN			AYE
COMMISSIONER DUNCAN			AYE
COMMISSIONER MAULTSBY		AYE

2.) RESOLUTION 19-14: 2015 CENTENNIAL
City Manager Leavengood stated the City of Lake Alfred, Florida will celebrate its Centennial in the year 2015 marking its 100th Anniversary with events scheduled throughout the year. Resolution 19-14 declares 2015 as the Centennial year based upon the incorporation date of the 29th day of June, 1915. The first event Centennial event will be the Bluegrass Bash held on January 10, 2015 at the Mackay Gardens and Lakeside Preserve. He introduced the 2015 Commemorative Centennial Calendar which will be distributed throughout the year. 
Mayor Daley read Resolution 19-14 in its entirety.
After brief discussion, Commissioner Duncan moved to approve Resolution 19-14; seconded by Commissioner Dearmin and the motion was approved by unanimous voice call vote.

There were no public comments.

MAYOR DALEY 				AYE
VICE MAYOR LAKE				AYE
COMMISSIONER DEARMIN			AYE
COMMISSIONER DUNCAN			AYE
COMMISSIONER MAULTSBY		AYE

RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS

Joyce Schmidt, 365 E Sanford St, indicated the new Family Dollar store will be opening this Wednesday December 17th. 
Karen Abdul-Hameed, 825 James Way, indicated there was a correction needed to the Centennial Calendar to reflect the correct date for the Bluegrass Bash event.

COMMISSIONER QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

Mayor Daley congratulated the City on another successful Christmas Parade and also thanked staff for the holiday dinner. She attended a grand opening for Duke Services which provides tax preparation services. She wished everyone a Happy Holiday season.

Commissioner Dearmin wished everyone a Happy Holiday season. He concurred that the Christmas Parade was a success.

Commissioner Duncan wished everyone a Happy Holiday season. He attended the Lake Alfred Youth Football season-end celebration and presented a plaque from the League showing their appreciation of the partnership. Lake Alfred Little League baseball is beginning registration as well.

Vice Mayor Lake expressed regrets for not being able to attend the holiday dinner, but was happy to hear the advisory board volunteers were included this year. He also mentioned FDOT will be marking the City cross-streets with directional arrows. He also wished everyone a Happy Holiday season.

Commissioner Maultsby apologized for his tardiness this evening and wished everyone a Happy Holiday season. He congratulated the staff for improvements throughout the City.

City Manager Leavengood also mentioned the City is proceeding with the necessary arrangements with the University of Florida to exchange properties and he plans to present some final documents for the City Commission to consider in the new year.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Daley also mentioned the Mackay Historic Home will also celebrate its 100th Anniversary in 2015 and an event is being planned to celebrate this piece of Lake Alfred history as well as a fundraiser for the Mackay Gardens and Lakeside Preserve.

With there being no further business to discuss, Mayor Daley adjourned the meeting at 8:11 pm


Respectfully submitted,




Valerie Ferrell
Interim City Clerk
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