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EXCERPT from MINUTES 
CITY OF LAKE ALFRED 

CITY COMMISSION MEETING 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2015 

7:30 P.M. 
CITY HALL 

 
2.) CENTENNIAL PRESENTATION 
 
Rob Stevens introduced himself as a local professional surveyor who has worked extensively 
within the Auburndale, Lake Alfred and Haines City areas as well as Central Florida. He 
reviewed the events that opened the wilderness into Central Florida occurred during the Second 
Seminole War during 1835-1842. He indicated Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Cummings was 
located at Fort Brook in Tampa, whose commanding officer was Zachary Taylor who later 
became the 12th President of the United States. Cummings’ task was to create a road from Fort 
Brook, Tampa to tie into the St. Johns River at Fort Mellon, Sanford. He went on to read from 
Cummings’ diary on June 24, 1839 describing the scene where Fort Cummings was located at 
the ridge near the Lake Alfred, approximately 46 ½ miles from Fort Brook. On June 31, 1839, 
Cummings wrote that Major Wilcox had completed Fort Cummings, and directed him to proceed 
towards Fort Maitland, and establish another fort to be named Fort Davenport. Overall, the 
distance from the Gulf of Mexico to St Johns River is 120 miles and Cummings described the 
scene as barren, sandy pine, picturesque, with thick hammocks and did not predict it to ever be 
developed. He also noted Cummings observation that the land had never been traveled or 
occupied by anyone other than Native Americans. 
 
In 1843, the US Government requested the entire Central Florida land area be surveyed and 
subdivided into tracts for private ownership, mostly to veterans from the military as 
compensation for their service. He noted that a survey control known as Washington’s Parallel 
served as the first base line to map this entire area. The Parallel happens to run directly through 
downtown Lake Alfred. B.F. Whitner was the lead surveyor assigned to work in this area, and 
described the techniques used to mark corner posts within tracts. Whitner’s team used trees as 
a point of reference for each post set, and was extremely precise in their placement. Mr. 
Stevens stated his own survey work has been based on the accuracy of posts set and 
uncovering evidence of these trees, all as noted by Whitner’s team in the late 1840s.  
 
Based on journal entries, Whitner described some ruthless weather and environment conditions 
while surveying in the area and requested an increase in salary from Congress. His contract 
stated he would receive $4 per mile, and due to these hardships he requested an increase to $8 
per mile. His journal describes an incident where his supplies were raided and mules taken. 
After encountering some Native Americans and helping them with medicine and what supplies 
he had left, he was pleased to discover his remaining supplies and mules were returned to him 
that evening. Whitner also described the torrential rain and working in several feet of water on a 
daily basis, as well as a tremendously cold winter where ponds were frozen. Supplies had to be 
brought in by wagon across 60 miles on the new road constructed by Cummings. 
 
Mr. Stevens concluded by sharing his respect and commendation of Whitner’s work, which took 
6-months to survey over 580 miles, which is an equivalent distance from Lake Alfred to South 
Carolina. He also noted that Cummings’ road shaped much of the growth of the area, and 
demonstrated that the railroad line and US Highway 17/92 were built based on this. 
 
A copy of Mr. Stevens’ presentation is attached hereto and made a part of these minutes. 
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